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SAIGON (UPIY == HANQT ACCUSEDN THE UNTTFD STATES TQDAY OF PFQUK\‘IN(‘
SPY FLIGHTS OVER NORTH VIETMAM FOLLOWING STEPPED=-UP FIGHTING IM THE.
SOUTH RETWEFEN COVERNMENT AND COMM{INIST TROOPS, _

A UsS. COVERNMENT SPOKESMAN, HOWEVER, NENTFR THE CHARGES AND SAID,
"WE DO NOT CONDUCT RECOMNA ISSAN(’E’ FL IC—'HTS QUER NORTH VIFTNAM,”

THE NORTH VIFETNAMESE TRUCE DELEGATION TRaUER A STATFMENT SAYING
AMERTCA SENT SR71 SPY PLANES TWICE LAST THURSDAY “TO CARRY OUT
RECONNATGSSANCE FLICHTS OVER A NUMRER OF PROVINCES, THNCLUDING HANOT
AND HATPHONG,™
© PANOT, WHICH. HAS MADE SIMILAR CHEAPCES REFNRE, SATD THE ALLFCED AIR
MISSIONS WERE IN DIRFCT VIOLATTON OF THE JAN, 28 CFASE-FIRE ACCORD,
WHICH PROHIRITS RECONNATISSANCE FLIGHTS,

THE SR71 USUALLY OPFRATES AT A HFICHT NF 1a MILFS, RUT CAN CLIMB
AS HIGH AS 17 MILES TO AVQAID CROUNDTO-ATR MISSILES, THE AIRCRAFT IS
THE SUCCESSOR TO THE U2 SPY PLANE IN WHICH GaRY PQOWTRS WAG SHOT DOWN
QVER RUSSIA IN 1962, ‘

HANOI'S VIETNAM NFWS AQENCY, TN A RROADCAST MONTTORED IN SAICON
TONAY, SAID THE ALLFECED SPY FLIGHTS TOOK PLACE "AT A TIME WHEN TWE
SATGON ADMINISTPATICN WaAS CLAMORING FOR WAR,™

BOTH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT AND THE VIFT COME HAVE
DESCRIBED THE RFCENT RASH OF HFAVY FIGHTING AS THF START OF A NEW
VIFTNAM VAR, _

THE SAICGON COMMAND MAS RFPORTFR FICGHT MAJOR PATTLES IN THF PAST
SIX WFEKS, CONCEDTING HEAVY CGOVFRNMENT LOSSFS IM THRE FICHTINT,

TN THF PAST WEFK, THE CQUFRMMENT HAG PFPORTEN THE wALL QOF THREFE
ARMY OUTPOSTS IN THF SOUTHERN OFNTRAL MTEMLANNG, THE COMMUNISTS
ROQCKETEDN THE SPRAVLING PIFN HOA ATR RASE QUTSINF SATEON THESDAY AND
SOVFRNMENT WARPLANFS RETALTATER THE NEYT DAY RY ROMRARDTING. THE VIET
CONG™S "CAPITAL™ AT LOC NINY, ©f MILES NORTH OF SATCON,

TUE INTERMATIONAL COVMMTSSION OF CONTRPOL AND SUPERYISTON ACKFRD
FRINDAY TO TNVESTIFATE ROTH THE RTIEN HOA AND 10C NINY ATTACKS,
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